
Nita Spring 2010
Nita – cute, a�ectionate and playful. These are some of the 
words the babysitters use to describe Nita. All the infants 
in Nursery School are of course extra-special because 
many of them are still raw with the memory of losing their 
mothers.
 
Nita is growing fast with this extra love and care and at 3½ 
years of age and weighing around 12 kgs, she is thriving... 
And not just from the care of her surrogate mothers but 
also her growing friendships with Chili and Peanut (do you 
remember Peanut and Pickle from Orangutan Diary?) 
These three are becoming �rm friends.

Like her friends, Nita loves to eat new fruit that is seasonal 
to Kalimantan. Rambutans are her favourite and she will 
always be the �rst to greet her babysitter in the hope of 
preferential treatment. At the moment it is wet season and 
almost every day there is a tropical downpour! Nita loves 
rolling around in the mud after the rain clears.  She does 
enjoy saying thank you for her fruit and milk by cuddling 
her babysitter after her muddy bath!!

Nursery School is all about baby steps for Nita. She is learning 
how to climb a tree but does not have the con�dence to climb 
very far. She likes to explore her small forest home with her 
friends and takes a leading role in the cheeky stakes by teaching 
them how to escape from their babysitters! She is learning how 
to build a nest, but this task is really testing her patience, as she 
never had to make one before. She was con�scated from a rich 
family and had all her needs catered for her, so life is now very 
di�erent now and learning to be self-su�cient will be a chal-
lenge. It is hard to believe, watching her face her future in the 
forest, that once upon a time, Nita would drink sweet tea in the 
morning and evening, have a snack while watching TV and be 
given a bath every day….

But this is still a learning process for 
her and it will take some time still to 
adapt to life as an orangutan. The 
babysitters always encourage Nita to 
participate in di�erent activities to 
teach her how to be an orangutan. 
These vital skills will become invalu-
able for her in the near future when 
she graduates from the nursery into 
forest school.


